
 

AMSC Signs Contract with ACCIONA Energy for New Wind Turbine Low Voltage Ride 
Through Solution

-D-VAR® RT Solution Enables Individual Wind Turbines to Meet Strict Grid Interconnection Code in Spain  
-Contract Value Exceeds $10 Million  
-New Product Opens Wind Turbine Retrofit Opportunity  

DEVENS, Mass.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--May. 13, 2009-- American Superconductor Corporation (NASDAQ: AMSC), a leading 
energy technologies company, today announced that it has received an order worth more than $10 million from ACCIONA 
Energy, a division of ACCIONA SA (MC: ANA) and a world leader in renewable power, for its new Dynamic VAR Ride Through 
(D-VAR RT) solution. Building on AMSC’s highly successful D-VAR platform, which provides critical dynamic reactive 
compensation required to connect many wind farms around the world to the power grid, the company’s D-VAR RT product 
enables individual wind turbines to continue operating smoothly by “riding through”  voltage disturbances on power grids that 
might otherwise interrupt their operation. The D-VAR RT product meets stringent grid interconnection requirements, including 
Spain’s new Procedimiento de Operación 12.3 requirement for both existing and new wind turbines.  

According to the Global Wind Energy Council, Spain was the world’s third largest wind power market at the end of 2008 with an 
installed base of more than 16,000 megawatts (MW). Disturbances such as momentary voltage dips can disconnect many wind 
turbines and cause instability on the transmission grid. Developed by Spain’s transmission system operator Red Electrica de 
España (REE), P.O. 12.3 requires that wind turbines remain connected to the grid through such events. 

After extensive field testing and operation by an AMSC-ACCIONA Energy team at a wind farm with one of Spain’s most difficult 
climates, the D-VAR RT solution recently received official certification of compliance. ACCIONA Energy has initially ordered D-
VAR RT solutions for an important amount of first-generation “squirrel-cage”  wind turbines that are currently providing more 
than 250 MW of electricity in Spain to meet P.O. 12.3. AMSC will deliver all of the D-VAR RT solutions covered under this 
contract to ACCIONA Energy over the next few months. 

The D-VAR RT solution can be installed inside or outside the tower of any wind turbine, enabling turbine manufacturers as well 
as wind farm developers, owners and operators to easily add the systems to new wind turbines or retrofit existing turbines. 
Utilizing AMSC’s PowerModule™ PM3000W wind turbine converter, this scalable solution is designed for a wide range of wind 
turbines with power ratings from 500 kilowatts (kW) up to 10 MW. The powerful, cost-effective technology provides low and high 
voltage ride through capabilities to keep wind turbines running through grid disturbances. This product is based on AMSC’s 
patented D-VAR platform, which is supporting more than 3,300 MW of power at 40 wind farms around the world.  

“With more than 6,000 megawatts of wind power installed and more than 15,000 additional megawatts in development, 
ACCIONA Energy is a global clean energy powerhouse and is an ideal first adopter for our new D-VAR RT solution,”  said 
Timothy Poor, AMSC’s Vice President of Global Sales and Business Development. “We see great potential for this product in 
Spain and other countries that adopt similar standards in the years ahead as wind power continues to play a more prominent 
role in the world’s electricity supply.”   

ACCIONA Energy has been a renewable energy pioneer in its home market for well over a decade. In 1994, the company 
established its first commercial wind farms. ACCIONA is currently present in more than 30 countries on five continents, making it 
one of the world’s leading wind turbine manufacturers and wind farm owners and operators.  

As a key player in the Spanish market, ACCIONA has contributed decisively to the growth in wind energy by developing and 
adapting innovative solutions that enable wind to become a main energy contributor. In this context, ACCIONA Energy has been 
involved in several technical working groups and committees with the aim of developing these new ride through standards.  

For more information about AMSC’s D-VAR RT solutions, visit http://www.amsc.com/dvrt.html.  

About American Superconductor (NASDAQ: AMSC)  

AMSC offers an array of proprietary technologies and solutions spanning the electric power infrastructure – from generation to 
delivery to end use. The company is a leader in alternative energy, providing proven, megawatt-scale wind turbine designs and 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.acciona-energia.com%2F&esheet=5963499&lan=en_US&anchor=ACCIONA+Energy&index=1
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amsc.com%2Fproducts%2Ftransmissiongrid%2Freactive-power-AC-transmission.html&esheet=5963499&lan=en_US&anchor=D-VAR&index=2
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amsc.com%2Fdvrt.html&esheet=5963499&lan=en_US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amsc.com%2Fdvrt.html&index=3
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amsc.com%2F&esheet=5963499&lan=en_US&anchor=About+American+Superconductor+%28NASDAQ%3A+AMSC%29&index=4
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amsc.com%2Fproducts%2Fapplications%2FwindEnergy%2Findex.html&esheet=5963499&lan=en_US&anchor=alternative+energy&index=5
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amsc.com%2Fproducts%2Fapplications%2Futilities%2Fsmartgrid.html&esheet=5963499&lan=en_US&anchor=Smart+Grid&index=6


electrical control systems. The company also offers a host of Smart Grid technologies for power grid operators that enhance the 
reliability, efficiency and capacity of the grid, and seamlessly integrate renewable energy sources into the power infrastructure. 
These include superconductor power cable systems, grid-level surge protectors and power electronics-based voltage 
stabilization systems. AMSC’s technologies are protected by a broad and deep intellectual property portfolio consisting of 
hundreds of patents and licenses worldwide. More information is available at www.amsc.com.  

American Superconductor and design, Revolutionizing the Way the World Uses Electricity, AMSC, Powered by AMSC, D-VAR, 
dSVC, PowerModule, PQ-IVR, Secure Super Grids, Windtec and SuperGEAR are trademarks or registered trademarks of 
American Superconductor Corporation or its subsidiaries. All other brand names, product names or trademarks belong to their 
respective holders. The Windtec logo and design is a registered European Union Community Trademark. 

Any statements in this release about future expectations, plans and prospects for the company, including our expectations 
regarding the future financial performance of the company and other statements containing the words "believes," "anticipates," 
"plans," "expects," "will" and similar expressions, constitute forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private 
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. There are a number of important factors that could cause actual results to differ 
materially from those indicated by such forward-looking statements. Such factors include: uncertainties regarding the 
company's ability to obtain anticipated funding from corporate and government contracts, to successfully develop, manufacture 
and market commercial products, and to secure anticipated orders; the risk that the increasingly uncertain global economic 
conditions could result in customers delaying or reducing purchases of our products; the risk that a robust market may not 
develop for the company's products; the risk that strategic alliances and other contracts may be terminated; the risk that certain 
technologies utilized by the company will infringe intellectual property rights of others; and the competition encountered by the 
company. Reference is made to these and other factors discussed in the "Risk Factors" section of the company's most recent 
quarterly or annual report filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission. In addition, the forward-looking statements 
included in this press release represent the company's views as of the date of this release. While the company anticipates that 
subsequent events and developments may cause the company's views to change, the company specifically disclaims any 
obligation to update these forward-looking statements. These forward-looking statements should not be relied upon as 
representing the company's views as of any date subsequent to the date this press release is issued. 
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