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Wesley C. Holmes
Latham & Watkins LLP
200 Clarendon Street
Boston, MA 02116
(617) 948-6000
APPROXIMATE DATE OF COMMENCEMENT OF PROPOSED SALE TO THE PUBLIC: From time to time after the effective date of this
registration statement.
If the only securities being registered on this Form are being offered pursuant to dividend or interest reinvestment plans, please check the following
box. ☐
If any of the securities being registered on this Form are to be offered on a delayed or continuous basis pursuant to Rule 415 under the Securities Act of
1933, other than securities offered only in connection with dividend or interest reinvestment plans, check the following box. ☒
If this Form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act, please check the following box and
list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. ☐
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If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the Securities Act
registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. ☐
If this Form is a registration statement pursuant to General Instruction I.D. or a post-effective amendment thereto that shall become effective upon filing
with the Commission pursuant to Rule 462(e) under the Securities Act, check the following box. ☐
If this Form is a post-effective amendment to a registration statement filed pursuant to General Instruction I.D. filed to register additional securities or
additional classes of securities pursuant to Rule 413(b) under the Securities Act, check the following box. ☐
Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer, smaller reporting company, or an
emerging growth company. See the definitions of “large accelerated filer,” “accelerated filer,” “smaller reporting company,” and “emerging growth
company” in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act.
Large accelerated filer

☐

Accelerated filer

☐

Non-accelerated filer

☒

Smaller reporting company

☒

Emerging growth company

☐

If an emerging growth company, indicate by check mark if the registrant has elected not to use the extended transition period for complying with any
new or revised financial accounting standards provided pursuant to Section 7(a)(2)(B) of Securities Act. ☐
CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE

Title of each class of
securities to be registered

Common Stock
Debt Securities
Warrants
Units
Total
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Amount to be
registered/proposed
maximum offering price
per unit/proposed
maximum aggregate
offering price

Amount of
registration fee

(1)(2)
(1)
(1)
(1)
$250,000,000(3)

$27,275(4)(5)

An unspecified number of securities or aggregate principal amount, as applicable, is being registered as may from time to time be offered at
unspecified prices and, in addition, an unspecified number of additional shares of Common Stock is being registered as may be issued from time
to time upon conversion of any Debt Securities that are convertible into Common Stock or pursuant to any anti-dilution adjustments with respect
to any such convertible Debt Securities.
Includes rights to acquire Common Stock of the Company under any shareholder rights plan then in effect, if applicable under the terms of any
such plan.
Estimated solely for the purpose of calculating the registration fee. No separate consideration will be received for shares of common stock that are
issued upon conversion of debt securities, depositary shares or preferred stock or upon exercise of common stock warrants registered hereunder.
The aggregate maximum offering price of all securities issued pursuant to this registration statement will not exceed $250,000,000.
The registration fee has been calculated in accordance with Rule 457(o) under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended.
Previously paid.

The registrant hereby amends this registration statement on such date or dates as may be necessary to delay its effective date until the
registrant shall file a further amendment which specifically states that this registration statement shall thereafter become effective in
accordance with Section 8(a) of the Securities Act or until the registration statement shall become effective on such date as the SEC, acting
pursuant to said Section 8(a), may determine.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE
Post-Effective Amendment No. 1 to the Registration Statement on Form S-3 (File No. 333-253611) (“Post-Effective Amendment No. 1”) of American
Superconductor Corporation (the “Company”) was filed because the Company expected that it would no longer be a “well-known seasoned issuer” (as
such term is defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended) when it filed its Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended
March 31, 2021. Accordingly, the Company filed Post-Effective Amendment No. 1 for the purpose of including disclosure required for a registrant other
than a well-known seasoned issuer, identifying the securities being registered, registering a specific amount of securities and paying the associated filing
fee. This Post-Effective Amendment No. 2 to the Registration Statement on Form S-3 (“Post-Effective Amendment No. 2”) is being filed using EDGAR
submission type POS AM in order to convert the Registration Statement to the proper EDGAR submission type for a non-automatic shelf registration
statement.
This Post-Effective Amendment No. 2 contains a base prospectus which covers the offering, issuance and sale by us of up to $250,000,000 in the
aggregate of the securities identified above from time to time in one or more offerings. The base prospectus immediately follows this explanatory note.
The specific terms of any securities to be offered pursuant to the base prospectus will be specified in a prospectus supplement to the base prospectus.
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The information in this preliminary prospectus is not complete and may be changed. We may not sell these securities until the U.S. Securities
and Exchange Commission declares our registration statement effective. This preliminary prospectus is not an offer to sell these securities and
we are not soliciting offers to buy these securities in any state or jurisdiction where the offer or sale is not permitted.
SUBJECT TO COMPLETION, DATED JUNE 2, 2021
PROSPECTUS

$250,000,000

American Superconductor Corporation
Common Stock
Debt Securities
Warrants
Units
We may offer and sell up to $250,000,000 in the aggregate of the securities identified above from time to time in one or more offerings. This prospectus
provides you with a general description of the securities.
Each time we offer and sell securities, we will provide a supplement to this prospectus that contains specific information about the offering and the
amounts, prices and terms of the securities. The supplement may also add, update or change information contained in this prospectus with respect to that
offering. You should carefully read this prospectus and the applicable prospectus supplement before you invest in any of our securities.
We may offer and sell the securities described in this prospectus and any prospectus supplement to or through one or more underwriters, dealers and
agents, or directly to purchasers, or through a combination of these methods. If any underwriters, dealers or agents are involved in the sale of any of the
securities, their names and any applicable purchase price, fee, commission or discount arrangement between or among them will be set forth, or will be
calculable from the information set forth, in the applicable prospectus supplement. See the sections of this prospectus entitled “About this Prospectus”
and “Plan of Distribution” for more information. No securities may be sold without delivery of this prospectus and the applicable prospectus supplement
describing the method and terms of the offering of such securities.

INVESTING IN OUR SECURITIES INVOLVES RISKS. SEE THE “RISK FACTORS” ON PAGE 4 OF THIS
PROSPECTUS AND ANY SIMILAR SECTION CONTAINED IN THE APPLICABLE PROSPECTUS
SUPPLEMENT CONCERNING FACTORS YOU SHOULD CONSIDER BEFORE INVESTING IN OUR
SECURITIES.
Our common stock is listed on The Nasdaq Global Select Market under the symbol “AMSC.” On June 1, 2021, the last reported sale price of our
common stock on The Nasdaq Global Select Market was $15.06 per share.
Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of these securities or passed
upon the adequacy or accuracy of this prospectus. Any representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.
The date of this prospectus is

, 2021.
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ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS
This prospectus is part of a registration statement that we filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, or the SEC, using a “shelf”
registration process. By using a shelf registration statement, we may sell securities from time to time and in one or more offerings up to a total dollar
amount of $250,000,000 as described in this prospectus. Each time that we offer and sell securities, we will provide a prospectus supplement to this
prospectus that contains specific information about the securities being offered and sold and the specific terms of that offering. We may also authorize
one or more free writing prospectuses to be provided to you that may contain material information relating to these offerings. The prospectus
supplement or free writing prospectus may also add, update or change information contained in this prospectus with respect to that offering. If there is
any inconsistency between the information in this prospectus and the applicable prospectus supplement or free writing prospectus, you should rely on
the prospectus supplement or free writing prospectus, as applicable. Before purchasing any securities, you should carefully read both this prospectus and
the applicable prospectus supplement (and any applicable free writing prospectuses), together with the additional information described under the
heading “Where You Can Find More Information; Incorporation by Reference.”
We have not authorized anyone to provide you with any information or to make any representations other than those contained in this prospectus, any
applicable prospectus supplement or any free writing prospectuses prepared by or on behalf of us or to which we have referred you. We take no
responsibility for, and can provide no assurance as to the reliability of, any other information that others may give you. We will not make an offer to sell
these securities in any jurisdiction where the offer or sale is not permitted. You should assume that the information appearing in this prospectus and the
applicable prospectus supplement to this prospectus is accurate only as of the date on its respective cover, that the information appearing in any
applicable free writing prospectus is accurate only as of the date of that free writing prospectus, and that any information incorporated by reference is
accurate only as of the date of the document incorporated by reference, unless we indicate otherwise. Our business, financial condition, results of
operations and prospects may have changed since those dates. This prospectus incorporates by reference, and any prospectus supplement or free writing
prospectus may contain and incorporate by reference, market data and industry statistics and forecasts that are based on independent industry
publications and other publicly available information. Although we believe these sources are reliable, we do not guarantee the accuracy or completeness
of this information and we have not independently verified this information. In addition, the market and industry data and forecasts that may be included
or incorporated by reference in this prospectus, any prospectus supplement or any applicable free writing prospectus may involve estimates, assumptions
and other risks and uncertainties and are subject to change based on various factors, including those discussed under the heading “Risk Factors”
contained in this prospectus, the applicable prospectus supplement and any applicable free writing prospectus, and under similar headings in other
documents that are incorporated by reference into this prospectus. Accordingly, investors should not place undue reliance on this information.
When we refer to “American Superconductor,” “we,” “our,” “us” and the “Company” in this prospectus, we mean American Superconductor
Corporation and its consolidated subsidiaries, unless otherwise specified. When we refer to “you,” we mean the potential holders of the applicable series
of securities.
actiVAR, American Superconductor, Amperium, AMSC, armorVAR, D-VAR, PowerModule, D-VAR VVO, PQ-IVR, SeaTitan, Gridtec, Marinetec,
Windtec, Smarter, Cleaner...Better Energy and Orchestrate the Rhythm and Harmony of Power on the Grid are our trademarks or registered trademarks
that are used in this prospectus and the documents incorporated by reference. This prospectus and the documents incorporated by reference also include
trademarks, tradenames and service marks that are the property of other organizations. Solely for convenience, trademarks and tradenames referred to in
this prospectus and the documents incorporated by reference appear without the ® and ™ symbols, but those references are not intended to indicate, in
any way, that we will not assert, to the fullest extent under applicable law, our rights or that the applicable owner will not assert its rights, to these
trademarks and tradenames.
1
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WHERE YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION; INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE
Available Information
We file reports, proxy statements and other information with the SEC. The SEC maintains a web site that contains reports, proxy and information
statements and other information about issuers, such as us, who file electronically with the SEC. The address of that website is http://www.sec.gov.
Our web site address is www.amsc.com. The information on our web site, however, is not, and should not be deemed to be, a part of this prospectus.
This prospectus and any prospectus supplement are part of a registration statement that we filed with the SEC and do not contain all of the information
in the registration statement. The full registration statement may be obtained from the SEC or us, as provided below. Forms of the indenture and other
documents establishing the terms of the offered securities are or may be filed as exhibits to the registration statement or documents incorporated by
reference in the registration statement. Statements in this prospectus or any prospectus supplement about these documents are summaries and each
statement is qualified in all respects by reference to the document to which it refers. You should refer to the actual documents for a more complete
description of the relevant matters. You may inspect a copy of the registration statement through the SEC’s website, as provided above.
Incorporation by Reference
The SEC’s rules allow us to “incorporate by reference” information into this prospectus, which means that we can disclose important information to you
by referring you to another document filed separately with the SEC. The information incorporated by reference is deemed to be part of this prospectus,
and subsequent information that we file with the SEC will automatically update and supersede that information. Any statement contained in this
prospectus or a previously filed document incorporated by reference will be deemed to be modified or superseded for purposes of this prospectus to the
extent that a statement contained in this prospectus or a subsequently filed document incorporated by reference modifies or replaces that statement.
This prospectus and any accompanying prospectus supplement incorporate by reference the documents set forth below that have previously been filed
with the SEC, excluding in each case any information furnished to, rather than filed with, the SEC:
•

Our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2021, filed with the SEC on June 2, 2021.

•

Our Current Reports on Form 8-K filed with the SEC on May 10, 2021, May 21, 2021 and May 25, 2021 and Amended Current Report
on Form 8-K/A filed with the SEC on December 14, 2020.

•

The description of our Common Stock filed as Exhibit 4.3 in our Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2019 filed with the SEC
on June 5, 2019, and any other amendment or report filed with the SEC for the purpose of updating the description.

All reports and other documents we subsequently file pursuant to Section 13(a), 13(c), 14 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended,
which we refer to as the “Exchange Act” in this prospectus, prior to the termination of this offering but excluding any information furnished to, rather
than filed with, the SEC, will also be incorporated by reference into this prospectus and deemed to be part of this prospectus from the date of the filing
of such reports and documents.
You may request a free copy of any of the documents incorporated by reference in this prospectus by writing or telephoning us at the following address:
American Superconductor Corporation
114 East Main Street, Ayer, Massachusetts 01432
Telephone: (978) 842-3000
Attention: Investor Relations
Exhibits to the filings will not be sent, however, unless those exhibits have specifically been incorporated by reference in this prospectus or any
accompanying prospectus supplement.
2
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THE COMPANY
We are a leading system provider of megawatt-scale power resiliency solutions that orchestrate the rhythm and harmony of power on the grid™, and that
protect and expand the capability of our Navy’s fleet. Our solutions enhance the performance of the power grid, protect our Navy’s fleet, and lower the
cost of wind power. In the power grid market, we enable electric utilities, industrial facilities, and renewable energy project developers to connect,
transmit and distribute smarter, cleaner and better power through our transmission planning services and power electronics and superconductor-based
systems. In the wind power market, we enable manufacturers to field highly competitive wind turbines through our advanced power electronics and
control system products, engineering, and support services. Our power grid and wind products and services provide exceptional reliability, security,
efficiency and affordability to our customers.
Our power system solutions help to improve energy efficiency, alleviate power grid capacity constraints, improve system resiliency, and increase the
adoption of renewable energy generation. Demand for our solutions is driven by the growing needs for modernized smart grids that improve power
reliability, security and quality, the U.S. Navy’s effort to upgrade in-board power systems to support fleet electrification, and the need for increased
renewable sources of electricity, such as wind and solar energy. Concerns about these factors have led to increased spending by corporations and the
military, as well as supportive government regulations and initiatives on local, state, and national levels, including renewable portfolio standards, tax
incentives and international treaties.
We manufacture products using two proprietary core technologies: PowerModule™ programmable power electronic converters and our Amperium®
high temperature superconductor (“HTS”) wires. These technologies and our system-level solutions are protected by a broad and deep intellectual
property portfolio consisting of hundreds of patents and licenses worldwide.
We operate our business under two market-facing business units: Grid and Wind. We believe this market-centric structure enables us to more effectively
anticipate and meet the needs of power generation project developers, the Navy’s ship protection systems, electric utilities and wind turbine
manufacturers.
•

Grid. Through our Gridtec™ Solutions, our Grid business segment enables electric utilities and renewable energy project developers to
connect, transmit and distribute power with exceptional efficiency, reliability, security and affordability. We provide transmission planning
services that allow us to identify powe/r grid congestion, poor power quality, and other risks, which help us determine how our solutions
can improve network performance. These services often lead to sales of our grid interconnection solutions for wind farms and solar power
plants, power quality systems and transmission and distribution cable systems. We also sell ship protection products to the U.S. Navy
through our Grid business segment.

•

Wind. Through our Windtec™ Solutions, our Wind business segment enables manufacturers to field wind turbines with exceptional power
output, reliability and affordability. We supply advanced power electronics and control systems, license our highly engineered wind turbine
designs, and provide extensive customer support services to wind turbine manufacturers. Our design portfolio includes a broad range of
drive trains and power ratings of 2 megawatts (“MW”) and higher. We provide a broad range of power electronics and software-based
control systems that are highly integrated and designed for optimized performance, efficiency, and grid compatibility.

We were incorporated in the State of Delaware on April 9, 1987. Our principal executive offices are located at 114 East Main Street, Ayer,
Massachusetts 01432 and our telephone number is (978) 842-3000. Our website address is www.amsc.com. The information contained in, or accessible
through, our website does not constitute a part of this prospectus.
3
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RISK FACTORS
Investment in any securities offered pursuant to this prospectus and the applicable prospectus supplement involves risks. You should carefully consider
the risk factors incorporated by reference to our most recent Annual Report on Form 10-K, our most recent Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q, and our
recently filed Current Reports on Form 8-K, as well as any subsequent Annual Reports on Form 10-K, Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q or Current
Reports on Form 8-K we file after the date of this prospectus, and all other information contained or incorporated by reference into this prospectus, as
updated by our subsequent filings under the Exchange Act, and the risk factors and other information contained in the applicable prospectus supplement
and any applicable free writing prospectus before acquiring any of such securities. The occurrence of any of these risks might cause you to lose all or
part of your investment in the offered securities.
4
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USE OF PROCEEDS
We intend to use the net proceeds from the sale of the securities as set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement.
5
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DESCRIPTION OF CAPITAL STOCK
The following description of our capital stock is intended as a summary only. This description is based upon, and is qualified by reference to, our
restated certificate of incorporation, as amended, our amended and restated by-laws and applicable provisions of Delaware corporation law.
Our authorized capital stock consists of 75,000,000 shares of common stock, $0.01 par value per share.
Common Stock
Annual Meeting. Annual meetings of our stockholders are held on the date designated in accordance with our amended and restated by-laws. Written
notice must be mailed to each stockholder entitled to vote not less than ten nor more than 60 days before the date of the meeting. The presence in person
or by proxy of the holders of a majority of our issued and outstanding shares entitled to vote at such meeting constitutes a quorum for the transaction of
business at meetings of the stockholders. Except as may be otherwise provided by applicable law, our restated certificate of incorporation or our
amended and restated by-laws, all elections shall be decided by a plurality of the votes cast by stockholders entitled to vote in the election. All other
matters shall be decided by a majority of the votes cast by stockholders entitled to vote thereon at a duly held meeting of stockholders at which a
quorum is present.
Voting Rights. Each holder of common stock is entitled to one vote for each share of stock held on all matters to be voted upon by stockholders.
Dividends. The holders of common stock are entitled to receive dividends when and if declared by the board of directors out of legally available funds,
subject to any preferential dividend rights of holders of any preferred stock then outstanding.
Liquidation and Dissolution. If we are liquidated or dissolved, the holders of the common stock will be entitled to share in our assets available for
distribution to stockholders in proportion to the amount of common stock they own. The amount available for common stockholders is calculated after
payment of creditors and of any preferential liquidation rights of any preferred stock then outstanding.
Other Rights. The holders of our common stock have no right to:
•

convert the stock into any other security;

•

have the stock redeemed;

•

purchase additional stock; or

•

maintain their proportionate ownership interest.

The common stock does not have cumulative voting rights. Holders of shares of our common stock are not required to make additional capital
contributions.
Provisions of Our Amended and Restated By-laws and Delaware Law That May Have Anti-Takeover Effects
Special Meeting of Stockholders. Our amended and restated by-laws provide that special meetings of the stockholders may be called for any purpose by
our board of directors, the chairman of the board of directors or the president, but such special meetings may not be called by any other person or
persons.
Advance Notice Procedures. Our amended and restated by-laws contain advance notice procedures for stockholders to make nominations of candidates
for election as directors or to bring other business before the
6
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annual meeting of stockholders. Our amended and restated by-laws provide that a stockholder must notify us in writing of any stockholder nomination
of a director or any business to be brought before an annual meeting by a stockholder not earlier than the 90th day and not later than the 120th day prior
to the first anniversary of the preceding year’s annual meeting; provided, that if the date of the annual meeting is advanced by more than 20 days, or
delayed by more than 60 days, from such anniversary date, notice by the stockholder to be timely must be so delivered not earlier than the 120th day
prior to the date of such annual meeting and not later than the later of (x) the 90th day prior to the date of such meeting and (y) the 10th day following
the day on which notice of such special meeting was mailed or the day on which public disclosure of the date of such annual meeting, whichever occurs
first.
Forum Selection. Our amended and restated by-laws provide that, unless we consent in writing to the selection of an alternative forum, to the fullest
extent permitted by law, the Court of Chancery of the State of Delaware will be the sole and exclusive forum for: (a) any derivative action or proceeding
brought on behalf of us; (b) any action asserting a claim of breach of a fiduciary duty owed by any of our current or former director, officer, employee or
stockholder to us or our stockholders; (c) any action asserting a claim against us arising pursuant to any provision of the Delaware General Corporation
Law or our restated certificate of incorporation or amended and restated by-laws or as to which the Delaware General Corporation Law confers
jurisdiction on the Court of Chancery of the State of Delaware; or (d) any action asserting a claim against us governed by the internal affairs doctrine, in
each case subject to said Court of Chancery having personal jurisdiction over the indispensable parties named as defendants therein; provided that, the
exclusive forum provision will not apply to suits brought to enforce any liability or duty created by the Securities Act or the Exchange Act or any other
claim for which the federal courts have exclusive jurisdiction; and provided further that, if and only if the Court of Chancery of the State of Delaware
dismisses any such action for lack of subject matter jurisdiction, such action may be brought in another state or federal court sitting in the State of
Delaware. Our amended and restated by-laws also provide that the federal district courts of the United States of America will be the sole and exclusive
forum for the resolution of any complaint asserting a cause of action against us arising under the Securities Act. There is uncertainty as to whether a
court would enforce such provisions, and the enforceability of similar choice of forum provisions in other companies’ charter documents has been
challenged in legal proceedings. While the Delaware courts have determined that such choice of forum provisions are facially valid, a stockholder may
nevertheless seek to bring a claim in a venue other than those designated in the exclusive forum provisions, and there can be no assurance that such
provisions will be enforced by a court in those other jurisdictions. We note that investors cannot waive compliance with the federal securities laws and
the rules and regulations thereunder.
Delaware Business Combination Statute. We are subject to Section 203 of the General Corporation Law of the State of Delaware. Section 203 restricts
some types of transactions and business combinations between a corporation and a 15% stockholder. A 15% stockholder is generally considered by
Section 203 to be a person owning 15% or more of the corporation’s outstanding voting stock. Section 203 refers to a 15% stockholder as an “interested
stockholder.” Section 203 restricts these transactions for a period of three years from the date the stockholder acquires 15% or more of our outstanding
voting stock. With some exceptions, unless the transaction is approved by the board of directors and the holders of at least two-thirds of the outstanding
voting stock of the corporation, Section 203 prohibits significant business transactions such as:
•

a merger with, disposition of significant assets to or receipt of disproportionate financial benefits by the interested stockholder, and

•

any other transaction that would increase the interested stockholder’s proportionate ownership of any class or series of our capital stock.

The shares held by the interested stockholder are not counted as outstanding when calculating the two-thirds of the outstanding voting stock needed for
approval.
7

Table of Contents

The prohibition against these transactions does not apply if:
•

prior to the time that any stockholder became an interested stockholder, the board of directors approved either the business combination or
the transaction in which such stockholder acquired 15% or more of our outstanding voting stock, or

•

the interested stockholder owns at least 85% of our outstanding voting stock as a result of a transaction in which such stockholder acquired
15% or more of our outstanding voting stock. Shares held by persons who are both directors and officers or by some types of employee
stock plans are not counted as outstanding when making this calculation.
8
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DESCRIPTION OF DEBT SECURITIES
The following description, together with the additional information we include in any applicable prospectus supplement or free writing prospectus,
summarizes certain general terms and provisions of the debt securities that we may offer under this prospectus. When we offer to sell a particular series
of debt securities, we will describe the specific terms of the series in a supplement to this prospectus. We will also indicate in the supplement to what
extent the general terms and provisions described in this prospectus apply to a particular series of debt securities.
We may issue debt securities either separately, or together with, or upon the conversion or exercise of or in exchange for, other securities described in
this prospectus. Debt securities may be our senior, senior subordinated or subordinated obligations and, unless otherwise specified in a supplement to
this prospectus, the debt securities will be our direct, unsecured obligations and may be issued in one or more series.
The debt securities will be issued under an indenture between us and a trustee to be named in the applicable indenture. We have summarized select
portions of the indenture below. The summary is not complete. The form of the indenture has been filed as an exhibit to the registration statement and
you should read the indenture for provisions that may be important to you. In the summary below, we have included references to the section numbers of
the indenture so that you can easily locate these provisions. Capitalized terms used in the summary and not defined herein have the meanings specified
in the indenture.
As used in this section only, “American Superconductor,” “we,” “our” or “us” refer to American Superconductor Corporation, excluding our
subsidiaries, unless expressly stated or the context otherwise requires.
General
The terms of each series of debt securities will be established by or pursuant to a resolution of our board of directors and set forth or determined in the
manner provided in a resolution of our board of directors, in an officer’s certificate or by a supplemental indenture. (Section 2.2) The particular terms of
each series of debt securities will be described in a prospectus supplement relating to such series (including any pricing supplement or term sheet).
We can issue an unlimited amount of debt securities under the indenture that may be in one or more series with the same or various maturities, at par, at
a premium, or at a discount. (Section 2.1) We will set forth in a prospectus supplement (including any pricing supplement or term sheet) relating to any
series of debt securities being offered, the aggregate principal amount and the following terms of the debt securities, if applicable:
•

the title and ranking of the debt securities (including the terms of any subordination provisions);

•

the price or prices (expressed as a percentage of the principal amount) at which we will sell the debt securities;

•

any limit on the aggregate principal amount of the debt securities;

•

the date or dates on which the principal of the securities of the series is payable;

•

the rate or rates (which may be fixed or variable) per annum or the method used to determine the rate or rates (including any commodity,
commodity index, stock exchange index or financial index) at which the debt securities will bear interest, the date or dates from which
interest will accrue, the date or dates on which interest will commence and be payable and any regular record date for the interest payable
on any interest payment date;

•

the place or places where principal of, and interest, if any, on the debt securities will be payable (and the method of such payment), where
the securities of such series may be surrendered for registration of transfer or exchange, and where notices and demands to us in respect of
the debt securities may be delivered;
9

Table of Contents

•

the period or periods within which, the price or prices at which and the terms and conditions upon which we may redeem the debt
securities;

•

any obligation we have to redeem or purchase the debt securities pursuant to any sinking fund or analogous provisions or at the option of a
holder of debt securities and the period or periods within which, the price or prices at which and in the terms and conditions upon which
securities of the series shall be redeemed or purchased, in whole or in part, pursuant to such obligation;

•

the dates on which and the price or prices at which we will repurchase debt securities at the option of the holders of debt securities and
other detailed terms and provisions of these repurchase obligations;

•

the denominations in which the debt securities will be issued, if other than denominations of $1,000 and any integral multiple thereof;

•

whether the debt securities will be issued in the form of certificated debt securities or global debt securities;

•

the portion of principal amount of the debt securities payable upon declaration of acceleration of the maturity date, if other than the
principal amount;

•

the currency of denomination of the debt securities, which may be United States Dollars or any foreign currency, and if such currency of
denomination is a composite currency, the agency or organization, if any, responsible for overseeing such composite currency;

•

the designation of the currency, currencies or currency units in which payment of principal of, premium and interest on the debt securities
will be made;

•

if payments of principal of, premium or interest on the debt securities will be made in one or more currencies or currency units other than
that or those in which the debt securities are denominated, the manner in which the exchange rate with respect to these payments will be
determined;

•

the manner in which the amounts of payment of principal of, premium, if any, or interest on the debt securities will be determined, if these
amounts may be determined by reference to an index based on a currency or currencies or by reference to a commodity, commodity index,
stock exchange index or financial index;

•

any provisions relating to any security provided for the debt securities;

•

any addition to, deletion of or change in the Events of Default described in this prospectus or in the indenture with respect to the debt
securities and any change in the acceleration provisions described in this prospectus or in the indenture with respect to the debt securities;

•

any addition to, deletion of or change in the covenants described in this prospectus or in the indenture with respect to the debt securities;

•

any depositaries, interest rate calculation agents, exchange rate calculation agents or other agents with respect to the debt securities;

•

the provisions, if any, relating to conversion or exchange of any debt securities of such series, including if applicable, the conversion or
exchange price and period, provisions as to whether conversion or exchange will be mandatory, the events requiring an adjustment of the
conversion or exchange price and provisions affecting conversion or exchange;

•

any other terms of the debt securities, which may supplement, modify or delete any provision of the indenture as it applies to that series,
including any terms that may be required under applicable law or regulations or advisable in connection with the marketing of the
securities; and

•

whether any of our direct or indirect subsidiaries will guarantee the debt securities of that series, including the terms of subordination, if
any, of such guarantees. (Section 2.2)
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We may issue debt securities that provide for an amount less than their stated principal amount to be due and payable upon declaration of acceleration of
their maturity pursuant to the terms of the indenture. We will provide you with information on the federal income tax considerations and other special
considerations applicable to any of these debt securities in the applicable prospectus supplement.
If we denominate the purchase price of any of the debt securities in a foreign currency or currencies or a foreign currency unit or units, or if the principal
of and any premium and interest on any series of debt securities is payable in a foreign currency or currencies or a foreign currency unit or units, we will
provide you with information on the restrictions, elections, general tax considerations, specific terms and other information with respect to that issue of
debt securities and such foreign currency or currencies or foreign currency unit or units in the applicable prospectus supplement.
Transfer and Exchange
Each debt security will be represented by either one or more global securities registered in the name of The Depository Trust Company, or the
Depositary, or a nominee of the Depositary (we will refer to any debt security represented by a global debt security as a “book-entry debt security”), or a
certificate issued in definitive registered form (we will refer to any debt security represented by a certificated security as a “certificated debt security”) as
set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement. Except as set forth under the heading “Global Debt Securities and Book-Entry System” below, bookentry debt securities will not be issuable in certificated form.
Certificated Debt Securities. You may transfer or exchange certificated debt securities at any office we maintain for this purpose in accordance with the
terms of the indenture. (Section 2.4) No service charge will be made for any transfer or exchange of certificated debt securities, but we may require
payment of a sum sufficient to cover any tax or other governmental charge payable in connection with a transfer or exchange. (Section 2.7)
You may effect the transfer of certificated debt securities and the right to receive the principal of, premium and interest on certificated debt securities
only by surrendering the certificate representing those certificated debt securities and either reissuance by us or the trustee of the certificate to the new
holder or the issuance by us or the trustee of a new certificate to the new holder.
Global Debt Securities and Book-Entry System. Each global debt security representing book-entry debt securities will be deposited with, or on behalf of,
the Depositary, and registered in the name of the Depositary or a nominee of the Depositary. Please see “Global Securities.”
Covenants
We will set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement any restrictive covenants applicable to any issue of debt securities. (Article IV)
No Protection in the Event of a Change of Control
Unless we state otherwise in the applicable prospectus supplement, the debt securities will not contain any provisions which may afford holders of the
debt securities protection in the event we have a change in control or in the event of a highly leveraged transaction (whether or not such transaction
results in a change in control) which could adversely affect holders of debt securities.
Consolidation, Merger and Sale of Assets
We may not consolidate with or merge with or into, or convey, transfer or lease all or substantially all of our properties and assets to any person (a
“successor person”) unless:
•

we are the surviving corporation or the successor person (if other than American Superconductor) is a corporation organized and validly
existing under the laws of any U.S. domestic jurisdiction and expressly assumes our obligations on the debt securities and under the
indenture; and
11
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•

immediately after giving effect to the transaction, no Default or Event of Default, shall have occurred and be continuing.

Notwithstanding the above, any of our subsidiaries may consolidate with, merge into or transfer all or part of its properties to us. (Section 5.1)
Events of Default
“Event of Default” means with respect to any series of debt securities, any of the following:
•

default in the payment of any interest upon any debt security of that series when it becomes due and payable, and continuance of such
default for a period of 30 days (unless the entire amount of the payment is deposited by us with the trustee or with a paying agent prior to
the expiration of the 30-day period);

•

default in the payment of principal of any security of that series at its maturity;

•

default in the performance or breach of any other covenant or warranty by us in the indenture (other than a covenant or warranty that has
been included in the indenture solely for the benefit of a series of debt securities other than that series), which default continues uncured
for a period of 60 days after we receive written notice from the trustee or American Superconductor and the trustee receive written notice
from the holders of not less than 25% in principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of that series as provided in the indenture;

•

certain voluntary or involuntary events of bankruptcy, insolvency or reorganization of American Superconductor;

•

any other Event of Default provided with respect to debt securities of that series that is described in the applicable prospectus supplement.
(Section 6.1)

No Event of Default with respect to a particular series of debt securities (except as to certain events of bankruptcy, insolvency or reorganization)
necessarily constitutes an Event of Default with respect to any other series of debt securities. (Section 6.1) The occurrence of certain Events of Default
or an acceleration under the indenture may constitute an event of default under certain indebtedness of ours or our subsidiaries outstanding from time to
time.
We will provide the trustee written notice of any Default or Event of Default within 30 days of becoming aware of the occurrence of such Default or
Event of Default, which notice will describe in reasonable detail the status of such Default or Event of Default and what action we are taking or propose
to take in respect thereof. (Section 6.1)
If an Event of Default with respect to debt securities of any series at the time outstanding occurs and is continuing, then the trustee or the holders of not
less than 25% in principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of that series may, by a notice in writing to us (and to the trustee if given by the
holders), declare to be due and payable immediately the principal of (or, if the debt securities of that series are discount securities, that portion of the
principal amount as may be specified in the terms of that series) and accrued and unpaid interest, if any, on all debt securities of that series. In the case of
an Event of Default resulting from certain events of bankruptcy, insolvency or reorganization, the principal (or such specified amount) of and accrued
and unpaid interest, if any, on all outstanding debt securities will become and be immediately due and payable without any declaration or other act on
the part of the trustee or any holder of outstanding debt securities. At any time after a declaration of acceleration with respect to debt securities of any
series has been made, but before a judgment or decree for payment of the money due has been obtained by the trustee, the holders of a majority in
principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of that series may rescind and annul the acceleration if all Events of Default, other than the
non-payment of accelerated principal and interest, if any, with respect to debt securities of
12
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that series, have been cured or waived as provided in the indenture. (Section 6.2) We refer you to the prospectus supplement relating to any series of
debt securities that are discount securities for the particular provisions relating to acceleration of a portion of the principal amount of such discount
securities upon the occurrence of an Event of Default.
The indenture provides that the trustee may refuse to perform any duty or exercise any of its rights or powers under the indenture unless the trustee
receives indemnity satisfactory to it against any cost, liability or expense which might be incurred by it in performing such duty or exercising such right
or power. (Section 7.1(e)) Subject to certain rights of the trustee, the holders of a majority in principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of any
series will have the right to direct the time, method and place of conducting any proceeding for any remedy available to the trustee or exercising any
trust or power conferred on the trustee with respect to the debt securities of that series. (Section 6.12)
No holder of any debt security of any series will have any right to institute any proceeding, judicial or otherwise, with respect to the indenture or for the
appointment of a receiver or trustee, or for any remedy under the indenture, unless:
•

that holder has previously given to the trustee written notice of a continuing Event of Default with respect to debt securities of that series;
and

•

the holders of not less than 25% in principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of that series have made written request, and offered
indemnity or security satisfactory to the trustee, to the trustee to institute the proceeding as trustee, and the trustee has not received from
the holders of not less than a majority in principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of that series a direction inconsistent with that
request and has failed to institute the proceeding within 60 days. (Section 6.7)

Notwithstanding any other provision in the indenture, the holder of any debt security will have an absolute and unconditional right to receive payment of
the principal of, premium and any interest on that debt security on or after the due dates expressed in that debt security and to institute suit for the
enforcement of payment. (Section 6.8)
The indenture requires us, within 120 days after the end of our fiscal year, to furnish to the trustee a statement as to compliance with the indenture.
(Section 4.3) If a Default or Event of Default occurs and is continuing with respect to the securities of any series and if it is known to a responsible
officer of the trustee, the trustee shall mail to each holder of the debt securities of that series notice of a Default or Event of Default within 90 days after
it occurs or, if later, after a responsible officer of the trustee has knowledge of such Default or Event of Default. The indenture provides that the trustee
may withhold notice to the holders of debt securities of any series of any Default or Event of Default (except in payment on any debt securities of that
series) with respect to debt securities of that series if the trustee determines in good faith that withholding notice is in the interest of the holders of those
debt securities. (Section 7.5)
Modification and Waiver
We and the trustee may modify, amend or supplement the indenture or the debt securities of any series without the consent of any holder of any debt
security:
•

to cure any ambiguity, defect or inconsistency;

•

to comply with covenants in the indenture described above under the heading “Consolidation, Merger and Sale of Assets”;

•

to provide for uncertificated securities in addition to or in place of certificated securities;

•

to add guarantees with respect to debt securities of any series or secure debt securities of any series;

•

to surrender any of our rights or powers under the indenture;
13
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•

to add covenants or events of default for the benefit of the holders of debt securities of any series;

•

to comply with the applicable procedures of the applicable depositary;

•

to make any change that does not adversely affect the rights of any holder of debt securities;

•

to provide for the issuance of and establish the form and terms and conditions of debt securities of any series as permitted by the indenture;

•

to effect the appointment of a successor trustee with respect to the debt securities of any series and to add to or change any of the
provisions of the indenture to provide for or facilitate administration by more than one trustee; or

•

to comply with requirements of the SEC in order to effect or maintain the qualification of the indenture under the Trust Indenture Act.
(Section 9.1)

We may also modify and amend the indenture with the consent of the holders of at least a majority in principal amount of the outstanding debt securities
of each series affected by the modifications or amendments. We may not make any modification or amendment without the consent of the holders of
each affected debt security then outstanding if that amendment will:
•

reduce the amount of debt securities whose holders must consent to an amendment, supplement or waiver;

•

reduce the rate of or extend the time for payment of interest (including default interest) on any debt security;

•

reduce the principal of or premium on or change the fixed maturity of any debt security or reduce the amount of, or postpone the date fixed
for, the payment of any sinking fund or analogous obligation with respect to any series of debt securities;

•

reduce the principal amount of discount securities payable upon acceleration of maturity;

•

waive a default in the payment of the principal of, premium or interest on any debt security (except a rescission of acceleration of the debt
securities of any series by the holders of at least a majority in aggregate principal amount of the then outstanding debt securities of that
series and a waiver of the payment default that resulted from such acceleration);

•

make the principal of or premium or interest on any debt security payable in currency other than that stated in the debt security;

•

make any change to certain provisions of the indenture relating to, among other things, the right of holders of debt securities to receive
payment of the principal of, premium and interest on those debt securities and to institute suit for the enforcement of any such payment and
to waivers or amendments; or

•

waive a redemption payment with respect to any debt security. (Section 9.3)

Except for certain specified provisions, the holders of at least a majority in principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of any series may on
behalf of the holders of all debt securities of that series waive our compliance with provisions of the indenture. (Section 9.2) The holders of a majority in
principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of any series may on behalf of the holders of all the debt securities of such series waive any past
default under the indenture with respect to that series and its consequences, except a default in the payment of the principal of, premium or any interest
on any debt security of that series; provided, however, that the holders of a majority in principal amount of the outstanding debt securities of any series
may rescind an acceleration and its consequences, including any related payment default that resulted from the acceleration. (Section 6.13)
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Defeasance of Debt Securities and Certain Covenants in Certain Circumstances
Legal Defeasance. The indenture provides that, unless otherwise provided by the terms of the applicable series of debt securities, we may be discharged
from any and all obligations in respect of the debt securities of any series (subject to certain exceptions). We will be so discharged upon the irrevocable
deposit with the trustee, in trust, of money and/or U.S. government obligations or, in the case of debt securities denominated in a single currency other
than U.S. Dollars, government obligations of the government that issued or caused to be issued such currency, that, through the payment of interest and
principal in accordance with their terms, will provide money or U.S. government obligations in an amount sufficient in the opinion of a nationally
recognized firm of independent public accountants or investment bank to pay and discharge each installment of principal, premium and interest on and
any mandatory sinking fund payments in respect of the debt securities of that series on the stated maturity of those payments in accordance with the
terms of the indenture and those debt securities.
This discharge may occur only if, among other things, we have delivered to the trustee an opinion of counsel stating that we have received from, or there
has been published by, the United States Internal Revenue Service a ruling or, since the date of execution of the indenture, there has been a change in the
applicable United States federal income tax law, in either case to the effect that, and based thereon such opinion shall confirm that, the holders of the
debt securities of that series will not recognize income, gain or loss for United States federal income tax purposes as a result of the deposit, defeasance
and discharge and will be subject to United States federal income tax on the same amounts and in the same manner and at the same times as would have
been the case if the deposit, defeasance and discharge had not occurred. (Section 8.3)
Defeasance of Certain Covenants. The indenture provides that, unless otherwise provided by the terms of the applicable series of debt securities, upon
compliance with certain conditions:
•

we may omit to comply with the covenant described under the heading “Consolidation, Merger and Sale of Assets” and certain other
covenants set forth in the indenture, as well as any additional covenants which may be set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement;
and

•

any omission to comply with those covenants will not constitute a Default or an Event of Default with respect to the debt securities of that
series (“covenant defeasance”).

The conditions include:
•

depositing with the trustee money and/or U.S. government obligations or, in the case of debt securities denominated in a single currency
other than U.S. Dollars, government obligations of the government that issued or caused to be issued such currency, that, through the
payment of interest and principal in accordance with their terms, will provide money in an amount sufficient in the opinion of a nationally
recognized firm of independent public accountants or investment bank to pay and discharge each installment of principal of, premium and
interest on and any mandatory sinking fund payments in respect of the debt securities of that series on the stated maturity of those
payments in accordance with the terms of the indenture and those debt securities; and

•

delivering to the trustee an opinion of counsel to the effect that the holders of the debt securities of that series will not recognize income,
gain or loss for United States federal income tax purposes as a result of the deposit and related covenant defeasance and will be subject to
United States federal income tax on the same amounts and in the same manner and at the same times as would have been the case if the
deposit and related covenant defeasance had not occurred. (Section 8.4)

No Personal Liability of Directors, Officers, Employees or Stockholders
None of our past, present or future directors, officers, employees or stockholders, as such, will have any liability for any of our obligations under the
debt securities or the indenture or for any claim based on, or in respect or by reason of, such obligations or their creation. By accepting a debt security,
each holder waives and releases all
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such liability. This waiver and release is part of the consideration for the issue of the debt securities. (Section 10.8) However, this waiver and release
may not be effective to waive liabilities under U.S. federal securities laws, and it is the view of the SEC that such a waiver is against public policy.
Governing Law
The indenture and the debt securities, including any claim or controversy arising out of or relating to the indenture or the securities, will be governed by
the laws of the State of New York.
The indenture will provide that we, the trustee and the holders of the debt securities (by their acceptance of the debt securities) irrevocably waive, to the
fullest extent permitted by applicable law, any and all right to trial by jury in any legal proceeding arising out of or relating to the indenture, the debt
securities or the transactions contemplated thereby.
The indenture will provide that any legal suit, action or proceeding arising out of or based upon the indenture or the transactions contemplated thereby
may be instituted in the federal courts of the United States of America located in the City of New York or the courts of the State of New York in each
case located in the City of New York, and we, the trustee and the holder of the debt securities (by their acceptance of the debt securities) irrevocably
submit to the non-exclusive jurisdiction of such courts in any such suit, action or proceeding. The indenture will further provide that service of any
process, summons, notice or document by mail (to the extent allowed under any applicable statute or rule of court) to such party’s address set forth in the
indenture will be effective service of process for any suit, action or other proceeding brought in any such court. The indenture will further provide that
we, the trustee and the holders of the debt securities (by their acceptance of the debt securities) irrevocably and unconditionally waive any objection to
the laying of venue of any suit, action or other proceeding in the courts specified above and irrevocably and unconditionally waive and agree not to
plead or claim any such suit, action or other proceeding has been brought in an inconvenient forum. (Section 10.10)
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DESCRIPTION OF OTHER SECURITIES
We will set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement a description of any warrants or units issued by us that may be offered and sold pursuant to
this prospectus.
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GLOBAL SECURITIES
Book-Entry, Delivery and Form
Unless we indicate differently in any applicable prospectus supplement or free writing prospectus, the securities initially will be issued in book-entry
form and represented by one or more global notes or global securities, or, collectively, global securities. The global securities will be deposited with, or
on behalf of, The Depository Trust Company, New York, New York, as depositary, or DTC, and registered in the name of Cede & Co., the nominee of
DTC. Unless and until it is exchanged for individual certificates evidencing securities under the limited circumstances described below, a global security
may not be transferred except as a whole by the depositary to its nominee or by the nominee to the depositary, or by the depositary or its nominee to a
successor depositary or to a nominee of the successor depositary.
DTC has advised us that it is:
•

a limited-purpose trust company organized under the New York Banking Law;

•

a “banking organization” within the meaning of the New York Banking Law;

•

a member of the Federal Reserve System;

•

a “clearing corporation” within the meaning of the New York Uniform Commercial Code; and

•

a “clearing agency” registered pursuant to the provisions of Section 17A of the Exchange Act.

DTC holds securities that its participants deposit with DTC. DTC also facilitates the settlement among its participants of securities transactions, such as
transfers and pledges, in deposited securities through electronic computerized book-entry changes in participants’ accounts, thereby eliminating the need
for physical movement of securities certificates. “Direct participants” in DTC include securities brokers and dealers, including underwriters, banks, trust
companies, clearing corporations and other organizations. DTC is a wholly-owned subsidiary of The Depository Trust & Clearing Corporation, or
DTCC. DTCC is the holding company for DTC, National Securities Clearing Corporation and Fixed Income Clearing Corporation, all of which are
registered clearing agencies. DTCC is owned by the users of its regulated subsidiaries. Access to the DTC system is also available to others, which we
sometimes refer to as indirect participants, that clear through or maintain a custodial relationship with a direct participant, either directly or indirectly.
The rules applicable to DTC and its participants are on file with the SEC.
Purchases of securities under the DTC system must be made by or through direct participants, which will receive a credit for the securities on DTC’s
records. The ownership interest of the actual purchaser of a security, which we sometimes refer to as a beneficial owner, is in turn recorded on the direct
and indirect participants’ records. Beneficial owners of securities will not receive written confirmation from DTC of their purchases. However,
beneficial owners are expected to receive written confirmations providing details of their transactions, as well as periodic statements of their holdings,
from the direct or indirect participants through which they purchased securities. Transfers of ownership interests in global securities are to be
accomplished by entries made on the books of participants acting on behalf of beneficial owners. Beneficial owners will not receive certificates
representing their ownership interests in the global securities, except under the limited circumstances described below.
To facilitate subsequent transfers, all global securities deposited by direct participants with DTC will be registered in the name of DTC’s partnership
nominee, Cede & Co., or such other name as may be requested by an authorized representative of DTC. The deposit of securities with DTC and their
registration in the name of Cede & Co. or such other nominee will not change the beneficial ownership of the securities. DTC has no knowledge of the
actual beneficial owners of the securities. DTC’s records reflect only the identity of the direct participants to whose accounts the securities are credited,
which may or may not be the beneficial owners. The participants are responsible for keeping account of their holdings on behalf of their customers.
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So long as the securities are in book-entry form, you will receive payments and may transfer securities only through the facilities of the depositary and
its direct and indirect participants. We will maintain an office or agency in the location specified in the prospectus supplement for the applicable
securities, where notices and demands in respect of the securities and the indenture may be delivered to us and where certificated securities may be
surrendered for payment, registration of transfer or exchange.
Conveyance of notices and other communications by DTC to direct participants, by direct participants to indirect participants and by direct participants
and indirect participants to beneficial owners will be governed by arrangements among them, subject to any legal requirements in effect from time to
time.
Redemption notices will be sent to DTC. If less than all of the securities of a particular series are being redeemed, DTC’s practice is to determine by lot
the amount of the interest of each direct participant in the securities of such series to be redeemed.
Neither DTC nor Cede & Co. (or such other DTC nominee) will consent or vote with respect to the securities. Under its usual procedures, DTC will
mail an omnibus proxy to us as soon as possible after the record date. The omnibus proxy assigns the consenting or voting rights of Cede & Co. to those
direct participants to whose accounts the securities of such series are credited on the record date, identified in a listing attached to the omnibus proxy.
So long as securities are in book-entry form, we will make payments on those securities to the depositary or its nominee, as the registered owner of such
securities, by wire transfer of immediately available funds. If securities are issued in definitive certificated form under the limited circumstances
described below and unless if otherwise provided in the description of the applicable securities herein or in the applicable prospectus supplement, we
will have the option of making payments by check mailed to the addresses of the persons entitled to payment or by wire transfer to bank accounts in the
United States designated in writing to the applicable trustee or other designated party at least 15 days before the applicable payment date by the persons
entitled to payment, unless a shorter period is satisfactory to the applicable trustee or other designated party.
Redemption proceeds, distributions and dividend payments on the securities will be made to Cede & Co., or such other nominee as may be requested by
an authorized representative of DTC. DTC’s practice is to credit direct participants’ accounts upon DTC’s receipt of funds and corresponding detail
information from us on the payment date in accordance with their respective holdings shown on DTC records. Payments by participants to beneficial
owners will be governed by standing instructions and customary practices, as is the case with securities held for the account of customers in bearer form
or registered in “street name.” Those payments will be the responsibility of participants and not of DTC or us, subject to any statutory or regulatory
requirements in effect from time to time. Payment of redemption proceeds, distributions and dividend payments to Cede & Co., or such other nominee
as may be requested by an authorized representative of DTC, is our responsibility, disbursement of payments to direct participants is the responsibility of
DTC, and disbursement of payments to the beneficial owners is the responsibility of direct and indirect participants.
Except under the limited circumstances described below, purchasers of securities will not be entitled to have securities registered in their names and will
not receive physical delivery of securities. Accordingly, each beneficial owner must rely on the procedures of DTC and its participants to exercise any
rights under the securities and the indenture.
The laws of some jurisdictions may require that some purchasers of securities take physical delivery of securities in definitive form. Those laws may
impair the ability to transfer or pledge beneficial interests in securities.
DTC may discontinue providing its services as securities depositary with respect to the securities at any time by giving reasonable notice to us. Under
such circumstances, in the event that a successor depositary is not obtained, securities certificates are required to be printed and delivered.
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As noted above, beneficial owners of a particular series of securities generally will not receive certificates representing their ownership interests in those
securities. However, if:
•

DTC notifies us that it is unwilling or unable to continue as a depositary for the global security or securities representing such series of
securities or if DTC ceases to be a clearing agency registered under the Exchange Act at a time when it is required to be registered and a
successor depositary is not appointed within 90 days of the notification to us or of our becoming aware of DTC’s ceasing to be so
registered, as the case may be;

•

we determine, in our sole discretion, not to have such securities represented by one or more global securities; or

•

an Event of Default has occurred and is continuing with respect to such series of securities,

we will prepare and deliver certificates for such securities in exchange for beneficial interests in the global securities. Any beneficial interest in a global
security that is exchangeable under the circumstances described in the preceding sentence will be exchangeable for securities in definitive certificated
form registered in the names that the depositary directs. It is expected that these directions will be based upon directions received by the depositary from
its participants with respect to ownership of beneficial interests in the global securities.
Euroclear and Clearstream
If so provided in the applicable prospectus supplement, you may hold interests in a global security through Clearstream Banking S.A., which we refer to
as “Clearstream,” or Euroclear Bank S.A./N.V., as operator of the Euroclear System, which we refer to as “Euroclear,” either directly if you are a
participant in Clearstream or Euroclear or indirectly through organizations which are participants in Clearstream or Euroclear. Clearstream and
Euroclear will hold interests on behalf of their respective participants through customers’ securities accounts in the names of Clearstream and Euroclear,
respectively, on the books of their respective U.S. depositaries, which in turn will hold such interests in customers’ securities accounts in such
depositaries’ names on DTC’s books.
Clearstream and Euroclear are securities clearance systems in Europe. Clearstream and Euroclear hold securities for their respective participating
organizations and facilitate the clearance and settlement of securities transactions between those participants through electronic book-entry changes in
their accounts, thereby eliminating the need for physical movement of certificates.
Payments, deliveries, transfers, exchanges, notices and other matters relating to beneficial interests in global securities owned through Euroclear or
Clearstream must comply with the rules and procedures of those systems. Transactions between participants in Euroclear or Clearstream, on one hand,
and other participants in DTC, on the other hand, are also subject to DTC’s rules and procedures.
Investors will be able to make and receive through Euroclear and Clearstream payments, deliveries, transfers and other transactions involving any
beneficial interests in global securities held through those systems only on days when those systems are open for business. Those systems may not be
open for business on days when banks, brokers and other institutions are open for business in the United States.
Cross-market transfers between participants in DTC, on the one hand, and participants in Euroclear or Clearstream, on the other hand, will be effected
through DTC in accordance with the DTC’s rules on behalf of Euroclear or Clearstream, as the case may be, by their respective U.S. depositaries;
however, such cross-market transactions will require delivery of instructions to Euroclear or Clearstream, as the case may be, by the counterparty in
such system in accordance with the rules and procedures and within the established deadlines (European time) of such system. Euroclear or Clearstream,
as the case may be, will, if the transaction meets its settlement requirements, deliver instructions to its U.S. depositary to take action to effect final
settlement on its behalf by delivering or receiving interests in the global securities through DTC, and making or receiving
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payment in accordance with normal procedures for same-day fund settlement. Participants in Euroclear or Clearstream may not deliver instructions
directly to their respective U.S. depositaries.
Due to time zone differences, the securities accounts of a participant in Euroclear or Clearstream purchasing an interest in a global security from a direct
participant in DTC will be credited, and any such crediting will be reported to the relevant participant in Euroclear or Clearstream, during the securities
settlement processing day (which must be a business day for Euroclear or Clearstream) immediately following the settlement date of DTC. Cash
received in Euroclear or Clearstream as a result of sales of interests in a global security by or through a participant in Euroclear or Clearstream to a
direct participant in DTC will be received with value on the settlement date of DTC but will be available in the relevant Euroclear or Clearstream cash
account only as of the business day for Euroclear or Clearstream following DTC’s settlement date.
Other
The information in this section of this prospectus concerning DTC, Clearstream, Euroclear and their respective book-entry systems has been obtained
from sources that we believe to be reliable, but we do not take responsibility for this information. This information has been provided solely as a matter
of convenience. The rules and procedures of DTC, Clearstream and Euroclear are solely within the control of those organizations and could change at
any time. Neither we nor the trustee nor any agent of ours or of the trustee has any control over those entities and none of us takes any responsibility for
their activities. You are urged to contact DTC, Clearstream and Euroclear or their respective participants directly to discuss those matters. In addition,
although we expect that DTC, Clearstream and Euroclear will perform the foregoing procedures, none of them is under any obligation to perform or
continue to perform such procedures and such procedures may be discontinued at any time. Neither we nor any agent of ours will have any
responsibility for the performance or nonperformance by DTC, Clearstream and Euroclear or their respective participants of these or any other rules or
procedures governing their respective operations.
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PLAN OF DISTRIBUTION
We may sell the securities from time to time pursuant to underwritten public offerings, negotiated transactions, block trades or a combination of these
methods or through underwriters or dealers, through agents and/or directly to one or more purchasers. The securities may be distributed from time to
time in one or more transactions:
•

at a fixed price or prices, which may be changed;

•

at market prices prevailing at the time of sale;

•

at prices related to such prevailing market prices; or

•

at negotiated prices.

Each time that we sell securities covered by this prospectus, we will provide a prospectus supplement or supplements that will describe the method of
distribution and set forth the terms and conditions of the offering of such securities, including the offering price of the securities and the proceeds to us,
if applicable.
Offers to purchase the securities being offered by this prospectus may be solicited directly. Agents may also be designated to solicit offers to purchase
the securities from time to time. Any agent involved in the offer or sale of our securities will be identified in a prospectus supplement.
If a dealer is utilized in the sale of the securities being offered by this prospectus, the securities will be sold to the dealer, as principal. The dealer may
then resell the securities to the public at varying prices to be determined by the dealer at the time of resale.
If an underwriter is utilized in the sale of the securities being offered by this prospectus, an underwriting agreement will be executed with the
underwriter at the time of sale and the name of any underwriter will be provided in the prospectus supplement that the underwriter will use to make
resales of the securities to the public. In connection with the sale of the securities, we or the purchasers of securities for whom the underwriter may act
as agent, may compensate the underwriter in the form of underwriting discounts or commissions. The underwriter may sell the securities to or through
dealers, and those dealers may receive compensation in the form of discounts, concessions or commissions from the underwriters and/or commissions
from the purchasers for which they may act as agent. Unless otherwise indicated in a prospectus supplement, an agent will be acting on a best efforts
basis and a dealer will purchase securities as a principal, and may then resell the securities at varying prices to be determined by the dealer.
Any compensation paid to underwriters, dealers or agents in connection with the offering of the securities, and any discounts, concessions or
commissions allowed by underwriters to participating dealers will be provided in the applicable prospectus supplement. Underwriters, dealers and
agents participating in the distribution of the securities may be deemed to be underwriters within the meaning of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended,
and any discounts and commissions received by them and any profit realized by them on resale of the securities may be deemed to be underwriting
discounts and commissions. We may enter into agreements to indemnify underwriters, dealers and agents against civil liabilities, including liabilities
under the Securities Act, or to contribute to payments they may be required to make in respect thereof and to reimburse those persons for certain
expenses.
Any common stock will be listed on the Nasdaq Global Select Market, but any other securities may or may not be listed on a national securities
exchange. To facilitate the offering of securities, certain persons participating in the offering may engage in transactions that stabilize, maintain or
otherwise affect the price of the securities. This may include over-allotments or short sales of the securities, which involve the sale by persons
participating in the offering of more securities than were sold to them. In these circumstances, these persons would cover such over-allotments or short
positions by making purchases in the open market or by exercising their over-allotment option, if any. In addition, these persons may stabilize or
maintain the price of the securities by bidding for or
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purchasing securities in the open market or by imposing penalty bids, whereby selling concessions allowed to dealers participating in the offering may
be reclaimed if securities sold by them are repurchased in connection with stabilization transactions. The effect of these transactions may be to stabilize
or maintain the market price of the securities at a level above that which might otherwise prevail in the open market. These transactions may be
discontinued at any time.
We may engage in at the market offerings into an existing trading market in accordance with Rule 415(a)(4) under the Securities Act. In addition, we
may enter into derivative transactions with third parties, or sell securities not covered by this prospectus to third parties in privately negotiated
transactions. If the applicable prospectus supplement so indicates, in connection with those derivatives, the third parties may sell securities covered by
this prospectus and the applicable prospectus supplement, including in short sale transactions. If so, the third party may use securities pledged by us or
borrowed from us or others to settle those sales or to close out any related open borrowings of stock, and may use securities received from us in
settlement of those derivatives to close out any related open borrowings of stock. The third party in such sale transactions will be an underwriter and, if
not identified in this prospectus, will be named in the applicable prospectus supplement (or a post-effective amendment). In addition, we may otherwise
loan or pledge securities to a financial institution or other third party that in turn may sell the securities short using this prospectus and an applicable
prospectus supplement. Such financial institution or other third party may transfer its economic short position to investors in our securities or in
connection with a concurrent offering of other securities.
The specific terms of any lock-up provisions in respect of any given offering will be described in the applicable prospectus supplement.
The underwriters, dealers and agents may engage in transactions with us, or perform services for us, in the ordinary course of business for which they
receive compensation.
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LEGAL MATTERS
Latham & Watkins LLP will pass upon certain legal matters relating to the issuance and sale of the securities offered hereby on behalf of American
Superconductor Corporation. Additional legal matters may be passed upon for us or any underwriters, dealers or agents, by counsel that we will name in
the applicable prospectus supplement.
EXPERTS
The consolidated financial statements of American Superconductor Corporation as of March 31, 2021 and 2020 and for the years then ended
incorporated in this Prospectus by reference from the American Superconductor Corporation Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended March 31,
2021 have been audited by RSM US LLP, an independent registered public accounting firm, as stated in their report thereon, incorporated herein by
reference, and have been incorporated in this Prospectus and Registration Statement in reliance upon such report and upon the authority of such firm as
experts in accounting and auditing.
The consolidated balance sheet of Northeast Power Systems, Inc. as of December 31, 2019, the consolidated statements of income, stockholders’ and
members’ equity, and cash flows for the year ended December 31, 2019 incorporated by reference to American Superconductor Corporation’s Current
Report on Form 8-K/A filed with the SEC on December 14, 2020, have been audited by Teal, Becker & Chiaramonte, CPA’S, P.C. as stated in their
report dated December 8, 2020 incorporated by reference herein, and have been so incorporated in reliance upon such report and upon the authority of
such firm as experts in accounting and auditing.
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PART II
INFORMATION NOT REQUIRED IN PROSPECTUS
Item 14.

Other Expenses of Issuance and Distribution

The following is an estimate of the expenses (all of which are to be paid by the registrant) that we may incur in connection with the securities being
registered hereby.
SEC registration fee
FINRA filing fee
Printing expenses
Legal fees and expenses
Accounting fees and expenses
Blue Sky, qualification fees and expenses
Transfer agent fees and expenses
Trustee fees and expenses
Warrant agent fees and expenses
Miscellaneous
Total

$ 27,275
$
*
$
*
$
*
$
*
$
*
$
*
$
*
$
*
$
*
$
*

* These fees are calculated based on the securities offered and the number of issuances and accordingly cannot be estimated at this time.
Item 15.

Indemnification of Directors and Officers

Subsection (a) of Section 145 of the General Corporation Law of the State of Delaware, or the DGCL, empowers a corporation to indemnify any person
who was or is a party or who is threatened to be made a party to any threatened, pending or completed action, suit or proceeding, whether civil, criminal,
administrative or investigative (other than an action by or in the right of the corporation) by reason of the fact that the person is or was a director, officer,
employee or agent of the corporation, or is or was serving at the request of the corporation as a director, officer, employee or agent of another
corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust or other enterprise, against expenses (including attorneys’ fees), judgments, fines and amounts paid in
settlement actually and reasonably incurred by the person in connection with such action, suit or proceeding if the person acted in good faith and in a
manner the person reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the corporation, and, with respect to any criminal action or
proceeding, had no reasonable cause to believe the person’s conduct was unlawful.
Subsection (b) of Section 145 empowers a corporation to indemnify any person who was or is a party or is threatened to be made a party to any
threatened, pending or completed action or suit by or in the right of the corporation to procure a judgment in its favor by reason of the fact that the
person acted in any of the capacities set forth above, against expenses (including attorneys’ fees) actually and reasonably incurred by the person in
connection with the defense or settlement of such action or suit if the person acted in good faith and in a manner the person reasonably believed to be in
or not opposed to the best interests of the corporation, except that no indemnification shall be made in respect of any claim, issue or matter as to which
such person shall have been adjudged to be liable to the corporation unless and only to the extent that the Court of Chancery or the court in which such
action or suit was brought shall determine upon application that, despite the adjudication of liability but in view of all the circumstances of the case,
such person is fairly and reasonably entitled to indemnity for such expenses which the Court of Chancery or such other court shall deem proper.
Section 145 further provides that to the extent a director or officer of a corporation has been successful on the merits or otherwise in the defense of any
action, suit or proceeding referred to in subsections (a) and (b) of Section 145, or in defense of any claim, issue or matter therein, such person shall be
indemnified against
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expenses (including attorneys’ fees) actually and reasonably incurred by such person in connection therewith; that indemnification provided for by
Section 145 shall not be deemed exclusive of any other rights to which the indemnified party may be entitled; and the indemnification provided for by
Section 145 shall, unless otherwise provided when authorized or ratified, continue as to a person who has ceased to be a director, officer, employee or
agent and shall inure to the benefit of such person’s heirs, executors and administrators. Section 145 also empowers the corporation to purchase and
maintain insurance on behalf of any person who is or was a director, officer, employee or agent of the corporation, or is or was serving at the request of
the corporation as a director, officer, employee or agent of another corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust or other enterprise against any liability
asserted against such person and incurred by such person in any such capacity, or arising out of his status as such, whether or not the corporation would
have the power to indemnify such person against such liabilities under Section 145.
Section 102(b)(7) of the DGCL provides that a corporation’s certificate of incorporation may contain a provision eliminating or limiting the personal
liability of a director to the corporation or its stockholders for monetary damages for breach of fiduciary duty as a director, provided that such provision
shall not eliminate or limit the liability of a director (i) for any breach of the director’s duty of loyalty to the corporation or its stockholders, (ii) for acts
or omissions not in good faith or which involve intentional misconduct or a knowing violation of law, (iii) under Section 174 of the DGCL, or (iv) for
any transaction from which the director derived an improper personal benefit.
Any underwriting agreement or distribution agreement that the registrant enters into with any underwriters or agents involved in the offering or sale of
any securities registered hereby may require such underwriters or dealers to indemnify the registrant, some or all of its directors and officers and its
controlling persons, if any, for specified liabilities, which may include liabilities under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended.
Indemnification shall be made by the registrant upon a determination that the applicable standard of conduct required for indemnification has been met
and that indemnification of a director or officer is proper. Such determination shall be made (a) by the board of directors by a majority vote of a quorum
consisting of directors who were not parties to the action, whether or not a quorum, (b) by a majority of a committee of disinterested directors who were
designated by a majority of disinterested directors, whether or not a quorum, (c) if there are no disinterested directors or if disinterested directors so
direct, by independent legal counsel in a written opinion or (d) by the stockholders of the registrant.
Article VI of the registrant’s by-laws further provides that the indemnification provided therein is not exclusive, and provides that to the extent the
General Corporation Law of the State of Delaware is amended or supplemented, Article VI shall be amended automatically and construed so as to
permit indemnification and advancement of expenses to the fullest extent permitted by such law.
Article VIII of the registrant’s certificate of incorporation provides, that no director of the registrant shall be personally liable to the registrant or its
stockholders for monetary damages for breach of fiduciary duty as a director; provided, that a director shall remain liable (i) for any breach of such
director’s duty of loyalty to the registrant or its stockholders, (ii) for acts or omissions not in good faith or which involve intentional misconduct or a
knowing violation of law, (iii) under Section 174 of the DGCL or (iv) for any transaction from which such director derived an improper personal benefit.
The registrant also has a directors and officers liability insurance policy covering certain liabilities that may be incurred by its directors and officers.
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Item 16.

Exhibits

Exhibit
Number

Description

1.1*

Form of Underwriting Agreement.

3.1

Restated Certificate of Incorporation of American Superconductor Corporation, as amended (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 3.1
to the Registration Statement on Form S-3 filed on September 13, 2013 (File No. 333-191153)).

3.2

Certificate of Amendment of Restated Certificate of Incorporation of American Superconductor Corporation, dated March 24, 2015
(incorporated by reference to Exhibit 3.1 to the Current Report on Form 8-K filed on March 24, 2015 (File No. 000-19672)).

3.3

Amended and Restated By-Laws of American Superconductor Corporation (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 3.1 to the Current
Report on Form 8-K filed on February 1, 2021 (File No. 000-19672)).

4.1

Form of Indenture (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 4.1 to the Registration Statement on Form S-3 filed on February 26, 2021
(File No. 333-253511)).

4.2*

Form of Note.

4.3*

Form of Warrant.

4.4*

Form of Warrant Agreement.

4.5*

Form of Unit Agreement.

5.1

Opinion of Latham & Watkins LLP.

23.1

Consent of Latham & Watkins LLP (included in Exhibit 5.1).

23.2

Consent of RSM US LLP, independent registered public accounting firm.

23.3

Consent of Teal, Becker and Chiaramonte, Independent Auditors.

24.1

Powers of Attorney (incorporated by reference to the signature page hereto).

25.1**

Statement of Eligibility on Form T-1 under the Trust Indenture Act of 1939, as amended, of Debt Trustee (to be filed prior to any
issuance of Debt Securities).

*
**

To be filed by amendment or incorporated by reference in connection with the offering of the securities.
To be filed in accordance with the requirements of Section 305(b)(2) of the Trust Indenture Act of 1939, as amended.

Item 17.

Undertakings

(a) The undersigned registrant hereby undertakes:
(1) To file, during any period in which offers or sales are being made, a post-effective amendment to this registration statement:
(i) To include any prospectus required by Section 10(a)(3) of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended;
(ii) To reflect in the prospectus any facts or events arising after the effective date of the registration statement (or the most recent post-effective
amendment thereof) which, individually or in the aggregate, represent a fundamental change in the information set forth in the registration statement;
and
(iii) To include any material information with respect to the plan of distribution not previously disclosed in the registration statement or any material
change to such information in the registration statement;
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provided, however, that paragraphs (a)(1)(i), (a)(1)(ii), and (a)(1)(iii) above do not apply if the information required to be included in a post-effective
amendment by those paragraphs is contained in reports filed with or furnished to the Commission by the registrant pursuant to section 13 or section
15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, that are incorporated by reference in the registration statement, or is contained in a form of
prospectus filed pursuant to Rule 424(b) that is a part of the registration statement.
(2) That, for the purpose of determining any liability under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, each such post-effective amendment shall be deemed
to be a new registration statement relating to the securities offered therein, and the offering of such securities at that time shall be deemed to be the initial
bona fide offering thereof.
(3) To remove from registration by means of a post-effective amendment any of the securities being registered which remain unsold at the termination of
the offering.
(5) That, for the purpose of determining liability under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, to any purchaser:
(A) Each prospectus filed by the registrant pursuant to Rule 424(b)(3) shall be deemed to be part of the registration statement as of the date the filed
prospectus was deemed part of and included in the registration statement; and
(B) Each prospectus required to be filed pursuant to Rule 424(b)(2), (b)(5), or (b)(7) as part of a registration statement in reliance on Rule 430B relating
to an offering made pursuant to Rule 415(a)(1)(i), (vii), or (x) for the purpose of providing the information required by section 10(a) of the Securities
Act of 1933, as amended, shall be deemed to be part of and included in the registration statement as of the earlier of the date such form of prospectus is
first used after effectiveness or the date of the first contract of sale of securities in the offering described in the prospectus. As provided in Rule 430B,
for liability purposes of the issuer and any person that is at that date an underwriter, such date shall be deemed to be a new effective date of the
registration statement relating to the securities in the registration statement to which that prospectus relates, and the offering of such securities at that
time shall be deemed to be the initial bona fide offering thereof. Provided, however, that no statement made in a registration statement or prospectus that
is part of the registration statement or made in a document incorporated or deemed incorporated by reference into the registration statement or
prospectus that is part of the registration statement will, as to a purchaser with a time of contract of sale prior to such effective date, supersede or modify
any statement that was made in the registration statement or prospectus that was part of the registration statement or made in any such document
immediately prior to such effective date.
(6) That, for the purpose of determining liability of the registrant under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, to any purchaser in the initial
distribution of the securities:
The undersigned registrant undertakes that in a primary offering of securities of the undersigned registrant pursuant to this registration statement,
regardless of the underwriting method used to sell the securities to the purchaser, if the securities are offered or sold to such purchaser by means of any
of the following communications, the undersigned registrant will be a seller to the purchaser and will be considered to offer or sell such securities to
such purchaser:
(i) Any preliminary prospectus or prospectus of the undersigned registrant relating to the offering required to be filed pursuant to Rule 424;
(ii) Any free writing prospectus relating to the offering prepared by or on behalf of the undersigned registrant or used or referred to by the undersigned
registrant;
(iii) The portion of any other free writing prospectus relating to the offering containing material information about the undersigned registrant or its
securities provided by or on behalf of the undersigned registrant; and
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(iv) Any other communications that is an offer in the offering made by the undersigned registrant to the purchaser.
(b) The undersigned registrant hereby undertakes that, for purposes of determining any liability under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, each
filing of the registrant’s annual report pursuant to Section 13(a) or Section 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (and, where
applicable, each filing of an employee benefit plan’s annual report pursuant to section 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended) that is
incorporated by reference in the registration statement shall be deemed to be a new registration statement relating to the securities offered therein, and
the offering of such securities at that time shall be deemed to be the initial bona fide offering thereof.
(h) Insofar as indemnification for liabilities arising under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, may be permitted to directors, officers and controlling
persons of the registrant pursuant to the foregoing provisions, or otherwise, the registrant has been advised that in the opinion of the Securities and
Exchange Commission such indemnification is against public policy as expressed in the Securities Act and is, therefore, unenforceable. In the event that
a claim for indemnification against such liabilities (other than the payment by the registrant of expenses incurred or paid by a director, officer or
controlling person of the registrant in the successful defense of any action, suit or proceeding) is asserted by such director, officer or controlling person
in connection with the securities being registered, the registrant will, unless in the opinion of its counsel the matter has been settled by controlling
precedent, submit to a court of appropriate jurisdiction the question whether such indemnification by it is against public policy as expressed in the
Securities Act and will be governed by the final adjudication of such issue.
(j) The undersigned registrant hereby undertakes to file an application for the purpose of determining the eligibility of the trustee to act under subsection
(a) of Section 310 of the Trust Indenture Act of 1939, as amended (the “Act”) in accordance with the rules and regulations prescribed by the SEC under
section 305(b)(2) of the Act.
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SIGNATURES
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, the registrant certifies that it has reasonable grounds to believe that it meets all
of the requirements for filing on Form S-3 and has duly caused this Post-Effective Amendment No. 2 to the Registration Statement to be signed on its
behalf by the undersigned, thereunto duly authorized, in the Town of Ayer, Massachusetts, on June 2, 2021.
AMERICAN SUPERCONDUCTOR CORPORATION
By:

/S/ DANIEL P. MCGAHN
Daniel P. McGahn
Chairman of the Board, President and
Chief Executive Officer

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, this Post-Effective Amendment No. 2 to the Registration Statement has been
signed below by the following persons on behalf of the registrant in the capacities and on the dates indicated.
Signature

Title

Date

/s/ Daniel P. McGahn
Daniel P. McGahn

Chairman of the Board, President, Chief Executive
Officer and Director (Principal Executive Officer)

June 2, 2021

/s/ John W. Kosiba, Jr.
John W. Kosiba, Jr.

Senior Vice President, Chief Financial Officer and
Treasurer
(Principal Financial and Accounting Officer)

June 2, 2021

Lead Independent Director of the Board

June 2, 2021

*
Vikram S. Budhraja

Director

June 2, 2021

*
Barbara G. Littlefield

Director

June 2, 2021

*
David R. Oliver, Jr.

Director

June 2, 2021

*
Arthur H. House

* By: /s/ Daniel P. McGahn
Daniel P. McGahn
Attorney-in-Fact
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Exhibit 5.1
200 Clarendon Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02116
Tel: +1.617.948.6000 Fax: +1.617.948.6001
www.lw.com

June 2, 2021

FIRM / AFFILIATE OFFICES
Beijing
Moscow
Boston
Munich
Brussels
New York
Century City
Orange County
Chicago
Paris
Dubai
Riyadh
Düsseldorf
Rome
Frankfurt
San Diego
Hamburg
San Francisco
Hong Kong
Seoul
Houston
Shanghai
London
Silicon Valley
Los Angeles
Singapore
Madrid
Tokyo
Milan
Washington, D.C.

American Superconductor Corporation
114 East Main Street
Ayer, Massachusetts 01432
Re:

Post-Effective Amendment No. 2 to the Registration Statement on Form S-3

Ladies and Gentlemen:
We have acted as special counsel to American Superconductor Corporation, a Delaware corporation (the “Company”), in connection with its filing
on the date hereof with the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Commission”) of a Post-Effective Amendment No. 2 to the Registration
Statement on Form S-3 (Reg. No. 333-253611) (as amended, the “Registration Statement”), including a base prospectus (the “Base Prospectus”),
which provides that it will be supplemented by one or more prospectus supplements (each such prospectus supplement, together with the Base
Prospectus, a “Prospectus”), under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the “Act”), relating to the registration for issue and sale by the Company of
up to $250,000,000 aggregate offering amount of (i) shares of the Company’s common stock, $0.01 par value per share (“Common Stock”), (ii) one or
more series of the Company’s debt securities (collectively, “Debt Securities”) to be issued under an indenture to be entered into between the Company,
as issuer, and a trustee (a form of which is included as Exhibit 4.1 to the Registration Statement) and one or more board resolutions, supplements thereto
or officer’s certificates thereunder (such indenture, together with the applicable board resolution, supplement or officer’s certificate pertaining to the
applicable series of Debt Securities, the “Applicable Indenture”), (iii) warrants (“Warrants”) and (iv) units (“Units”). The Common Stock, Debt
Securities, Warrants and Units, plus any additional Common Stock, Debt Securities, Warrants and Units that may be registered pursuant to any
subsequent registration statement that the Company may hereafter file with the Commission pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Act in connection with
the offering by the Company contemplated by the Registration Statement, are referred to herein collectively as the “Securities.”
This opinion is being furnished in connection with the requirements of Item 601(b)(5) of Regulation S-K under the Act, and no opinion is
expressed herein as to any matter pertaining to the contents of the Registration Statement or related applicable Prospectus, other than as expressly stated
herein with respect to the issue of the Securities.

As such counsel, we have examined such matters of fact and questions of law as we have considered appropriate for purposes of this letter. With
your consent, we have relied upon certificates and other assurances of officers of the Company and others as to factual matters without having
independently verified such factual matters. We are opining herein as to the General Corporation Law of the State of Delaware, and with respect to the
opinions set forth in paragraphs 2 through 4 below, the internal laws of the State of New York, and we express no opinion with respect to the
applicability thereto, or the effect thereon, of the laws of any other jurisdiction or, in the case of Delaware, any other laws, or as to any matters of
municipal law or the laws of any local agencies within any state.
Subject to the foregoing and the other matters set forth herein, it is our opinion that, as of the date hereof:
1. When an issuance of Common Stock has been duly authorized by all necessary corporate action of the Company, upon issuance, delivery and
payment therefor in an amount not less than the par value thereof in the manner contemplated by the applicable Prospectus and by such corporate action,
and in total amounts and numbers of shares that do not exceed the respective total amounts and numbers of shares (a) available under the certificate of
incorporation, and (b) authorized by the board of directors in connection with the offering contemplated by the applicable Prospectus, such shares of
Common Stock will be validly issued, fully paid and nonassessable. In rendering the foregoing opinion, we have assumed that the Company will comply
with all applicable notice requirements regarding uncertificated shares provided in the General Corporation Law of the State of Delaware.
2. When the Applicable Indenture has been duly authorized, executed and delivered by all necessary corporate action of the Company, and when
the specific terms of a particular series of Debt Securities have been duly established in accordance with the terms of the Applicable Indenture and
authorized by all necessary corporate action of the Company, and such Debt Securities have been duly executed, authenticated, issued and delivered
against payment therefor in accordance with the terms of the Applicable Indenture and in the manner contemplated by the applicable Prospectus and by
such corporate action, such Debt Securities will be legally valid and binding obligations of the Company, enforceable against the Company in
accordance with their terms.
3. When the applicable warrant agreement has been duly authorized, executed and delivered by all necessary corporate action of the Company,
and when the specific terms of a particular issuance of Warrants have been duly established in accordance with the terms of the applicable warrant
agreement and authorized by all necessary corporate action of the Company, and such Warrants have been duly executed, authenticated, issued and
delivered against payment therefor in accordance with the terms of the applicable warrant agreement and in the manner contemplated by the applicable
Prospectus and by such corporate action (assuming the securities issuable upon exercise of such Warrants have been duly authorized and reserved for
issuance by all necessary corporate action), such Warrants will be the legally valid and binding obligations of the Company, enforceable against the
Company in accordance with their terms.

4. When the applicable unit agreement has been duly authorized, executed and delivered by all necessary corporate action of the Company, and
when the specific terms of a particular issuance of Units have been duly authorized in accordance with the terms of the applicable unit agreement and
authorized by all necessary corporate action of the Company, and such Units have been duly executed, authenticated, issued and delivered against
payment therefor in accordance with the terms of the applicable unit agreement and in the manner contemplated by the applicable Prospectus and by
such corporate action (assuming the securities issuable upon exercise of such Units have been duly authorized and reserved for issuance by all necessary
corporate action), such Units will be the legally valid and binding obligations of the Company, enforceable against the Company in accordance with
their terms.
Our opinions are subject to: (i) the effect of bankruptcy, insolvency, reorganization, preference, fraudulent transfer, moratorium or other similar
laws relating to or affecting the rights and remedies of creditors; (ii) the effect of general principles of equity, whether considered in a proceeding in
equity or at law (including the possible unavailability of specific performance or injunctive relief), concepts of materiality, reasonableness, good faith
and fair dealing, and the discretion of the court before which a proceeding is brought; (iii) the invalidity under certain circumstances under law or court
decisions of provisions providing for the indemnification of or contribution to a party with respect to a liability where such indemnification or
contribution is contrary to public policy; and (iv) we express no opinion as to (a) any provision for liquidated damages, default interest, late charges,
monetary penalties, make-whole premiums or other economic remedies to the extent such provisions are deemed to constitute a penalty, (b) consents to,
or restrictions upon, governing law, jurisdiction, venue, arbitration, remedies, or judicial relief, (c) waivers of rights or defenses, (d) any provision
requiring the payment of attorneys’ fees, where such payment is contrary to law or public policy, (e) any provision permitting, upon acceleration of any
Debt Securities, collection of that portion of the stated principal amount thereof which might be determined to constitute unearned interest thereon,
(f) the creation, validity, attachment, perfection, or priority of any lien or security interest, (g) advance waivers of claims, defenses, rights granted by
law, or notice, opportunity for hearing, evidentiary requirements, statutes of limitation, trial by jury or at law, or other procedural rights, (h) waivers of
broadly or vaguely stated rights, (i) provisions for exclusivity, election or cumulation of rights or remedies, (j) provisions authorizing or validating
conclusive or discretionary determinations, (k) grants of setoff rights, (l) proxies, powers and trusts, (m) provisions prohibiting, restricting, or requiring
consent to assignment or transfer of any right or property, (n) any provision to the extent it requires that a claim with respect to a security denominated
in other than U.S. dollars (or a judgment in respect of such a claim) be converted into U.S. dollars at a rate of exchange at a particular date, to the extent
applicable law otherwise provides, and (o) the severability, if invalid, of provisions to the foregoing effect.
With your consent, we have assumed (a) that each of the Debt Securities, Warrants, Units, Applicable Indenture, warrant agreements and unit
agreements (collectively, the “Documents”) will be governed by the internal laws of the State of New York, (b) that each of the Documents has been or
will be duly authorized, executed and delivered by the parties thereto, (c) that each of the Documents constitutes or will constitute legally valid and
binding obligations of the parties thereto other than the Company, enforceable against each of them in accordance with their respective terms, and
(d) that the status of each of the Documents as legally valid and binding obligations of the parties will not be affected by any (i) breaches of, or defaults
under, agreements or instruments, (ii) violations of statutes, rules, regulations or court or governmental orders, or (iii) failures to obtain required
consents, approvals or authorizations from, or to make required registrations, declarations or filings with, governmental authorities.

This opinion is for your benefit in connection with the Registration Statement and may be relied upon by you and by persons entitled to rely upon
it pursuant to the applicable provisions of the Act. We consent to your filing this opinion as an exhibit to the Registration Statement and to the reference
to our firm contained in the Prospectus under the heading “Legal Matters.” We further consent to the incorporation by reference of this letter and consent
into any registration statement or post-effective amendment to the Registration Statement filed pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Act with respect to the
Securities. In giving such consent, we do not thereby admit that we are in the category of persons whose consent is required under Section 7 of the Act
or the rules and regulations of the Commission thereunder.
Very truly yours,
/s/ LATHAM & WATKINS LLP

Exhibit 23.2
Consent of Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm
We consent to the incorporation by reference in this Post-Effective Amendment No. 2 to the Registration Statement (No. 333-253611) on Form S-3 and
related Prospectus of American Superconductor Corporation of our report dated June 2, 2021 relating to the consolidated financial statements of
American Superconductor Corporation and subsidiaries, appearing in the Annual Report on Form 10-K of American Superconductor Corporation and
subsidiaries for the year ended March 31, 2021.
We also consent to the reference to our firm under the heading “Experts” in such Amendment.
/s/ RSM US LLP
Boston, Massachusetts
June 2, 2021

Exhibit 23.3
CONSENT OF INDEPENDENT AUDITORS
We consent to the incorporation by reference in this Post-Effective Amendment No. 2 to Registration Statement No. 333-253611 on Form S-3 of
American Superconductor Corporation of our report dated December 8, 2020, relating to the consolidated balance sheet of Northeast Power Systems,
Inc. and Subsidiary as of December 31, 2019, the consolidated statements of income, stockholders’ and members’ equity, and cash flows for the year
ended December 31, 2019, and the related notes to the consolidated financial statements, which report appears in the Current Report on Form 8-K/A of
American Superconductor Corporation dated December 14, 2020. We also consent to the reference to us under the heading “Experts” in such
Registration Statement.
/s/ Teal, Becker & Chiaramonte, CPAs, P.C.
Teal, Becker & Chiaramonte, CPAs, P.C.
7 Washington Square
Albany, NY 12205
June 2, 2021

